The waste crop residues can be utilized in agricultural fields to improve crop productivity and soil quality after undergoing composting before being used as manure. Rapid methods of composting makes use of recent advances in technology for expediting the process, like amendment with minerals, use of efficient microorganisms and so on. A wide range of microorganisms consisting of fungi, bacteria and actinomycetes decomposes readily degradable materials and polymers like carbohydrates, proteins, amino acids cellulose and lignin that can speed up the composting along with its enrichment. So, the investigations were conducted to isolate the efficient plant growth promoting microorganisms responsible for faster cellulose decomposition and phosphate solubilization which can be used for the preparation of bioactive phosphocompost from the agricultural waste. Total of 26 bacteria, 17 actinomycetes and 23 fungal isolates were screened and characterized from different samples such as municipal solid waste, mushroom compost, rural compost and soil collected from different sites of District Shimla and Solan of Himachal Pradesh. On the basis of their plant growth promoting properties, phosphate solubilization and cellulose decomposition efficiencies the best isolates were tested for their compatibilities. The isolates showing compatibilities were finally selected for the preparation of consortium to prepare bioactive phosphocompos
. These crop residues are the valuable resources provided appropriate technologies are adopted to transform it in to a marketable product of some economic value (Mohan Singh, 2004) . A diverse group of microorganisms transforms decomposable materials to a stable by-product that contains plant nutrients and humus. Rapid methods of composting makes use of recent advances in technology for expediting the process, like amendment with minerals, use of efficient microorganisms, cellulolytic organisms, frequent turnings and so on. These approaches expedite the decomposition process. The compost is usually deficient in nutrients such as phosphorus. But there is the possibility of improving the P availability through the inoculation of Phosphate solubilizing microorganisms and P source such as Rock phosphate. Enrichment with the cellulolytic fungi plays an important role in hastening the decomposition process. Gaur et al. (1982) reported that the inoculation with mesophilic fungi lowered the C: N ratio of agricultural wastes and recommended the use of microbial inoculums for accelerating the process of decomposing (Pikovskaya's 1948) . For testing the ability of isolates to degrade cellulose, Czapek-mineral salt medium was used (Aneja, 2009 ). The selected bacterial isolates were also screened for their abilities to perform multifarious plant growth promoting activities i.e. P solubilization, growth on N free media, siderophore production, antagonism against major soil borne pathogens. Table 4 revealed that out of 26 bacterial isolates, 18 isolates were P solubilizers, 17
Result and Discussion
were nitrogen fixers, 15 were HCN producers, 19 were siderophore producers and only 7 were cellulolytic. Only 12 isolates showed antagonism against Fusarium oxysporum and 7 isolates showed antagonism against Pythium ultimum. From (Makeshkumar, 2011; Mohammad, 2010) .
Several fungi and bacteria have been screened out from the soil and decomposing plant residues and evaluated for their biodegradative activity on waste materials. Compost is rich in cellulolytic and other various types of microorganisms. Hameeda et al., (2006) Zayed and Motaal, (2005) . Increase in the solubilization of rock phosphate added in the compost by the action of Aspergillus awamori was also reported by Mishra et al., 1982 . DF16  -++  -++  +  DF17  +++  ++  -++  -DF18  ++  ++  +  +  -DF19  --++  --DF20  +++  --++  +  DF21  --+++  +++  -DF22  ++  +++  -+  -DF23 +++ ---- 
Conclusion:
The last decade has lead to an increasing awareness of the problems associated with the classical methods of waste treatment. It was realized that the elimination of waste materials by burning, or dumping in sanitary landfills is not the final solution to all waste problems. Composting is one of the more economical and environmentally safe methods of recycling waste generated by the society. Due to the complexity of substrates and intermediate products, microbial diversity and the succession of populations is a prerequisite to ensure complete biodegradation. However, the rural compost is not rich in nutrients. To enrich and speed up the composting the efficient microorganisms can be inoculated along with other nutrient sources. There is a need to explore the microbial world in search of the efficient microorganisms for the betterment of composting techniques. 
